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All o f Me

• Ashkemizchaphardic
• Affrolacian
• Black -West, North and East African, Polish, 

Ukrainian,, Irish, N. Philippines, Cherokee and 
Seminole

• Convert
⚬ Orthodox
⚬ Starte d  Cons e rvat ive

• Urban Planne r- Je w is h Profe s s ional 2 0  ye ars



Thirs t ing
• Write down an unmet Jewish thirst desire you 

had.
• Where did you go/not go? Was there an 

engager who "found you" and was 
instrumental to your journey back? What did 
they do/not do? 

• How did it change the way you felt about your 
needs? 
⚬ 1. Lis tne r: As k a  c larifying  que s t ion to  ge t  

to  the  HEART of ne e d   2 . I n your ow n 
w ords , re fle c t  bac k on w hat  you he ard  the  
c ore  ne e d  w as . 3 . Share r: Te ll the m  if the y 
hit  the  bulls e ye s  w ith the ir re fle c t ion bac k 
to  you. 

⚬ Exc hange  role s



 “Mo s e s  w a s  s he p he rd ing  h is  fa t he r- in - la w ’s  s he e p  o ne  
d a y, w he n  o ne  o f t he m  b o lt e d . Mo s e s  fo llo w e d  t he  

runa w a y a n im a l un t il it  re a c he d  a  b o d y o f w a t e r, w he re  it  
s t o p p e d  fo r a  d rink . Mo s e s  c o m p a s s io na t e ly s a id  t o  t he  
s he e p , ‘I f o n ly I  ha d  kno w n  t ha t  yo u  t h irs t e d  fo r w a t e r. 
Yo u  m us t  b e  e xha us t e d  fro m  runn ing  …’ Sa ying  t h is , he  
s c o o p e d  up  t he  a n im a l, p la c e d  it  o n  h is  s ho u ld e rs , a nd  

he a d e d  b a c k  t o  h is  flo c k . Sa id  G- d : ‘I f t h is  is  ho w  he  c a re s  
fo r t he  s he e p  o f m a n , he  is  d e fin it e ly fit  t o  s he p he rd  m ine

 …’ ”
 Mid ra s h  (She m o t  Ra b b a h  2 :2 ) 



Ra c is m Ant is e m it is m

De nve r’s  Je w s  
W a nd e ring ?









I m p a c t s  o f t he  
Mo m e n t

Ant is e m it is m  

Cu lt u re  W a rs

I s m s



Vo ic e s  fro m  Kla l 
Yis ra e l 



Co m m unic a t ing  
Be lo ng ing  a nd  
I nc lu s io n - Je w is h ly

Communicate beliefs about 
inc lus ivity- Je w ls hly, ac c e s s ib ly, and  
s im ply

What  do you do e ve ryday be c aus e  
of that  be lie f?  Eve ry Day

What  is  your vis ion for w hat  your 
w ork w ill p roduc e - Be c aus e
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Our J e wish  com m unit y is  no t  
whole  un t il J e ws  from  a ll 
b ackground s  and  
o rie n t a t ions  se e  t he ir 
id e n t it ie s  re fle c t e d  wit h in  it .

We  b e lie ve  a  p roac t ive  
in t e n t ion  t o  c re a t e  a  cu lt u re  
o f b e longing and  t o  b ring in  a  
m ult it ud e  o f vo ice s  m ake s  fo r 
t he  b e s t  d e c is ion-m aking and  
has  t he  gre a t e s t  p o t e n t ia l t o  
e xp and  op p ort un it ie s  fo r 
conne ct io n , m e an ing, and  
p urp ose  fo r young J e ws , t he ir 
fam ilie s , and  frie nd s .

We  can  a lways  d o  b e t t e r and  
are  con t inua lly working t o  
have  t he se  word s  re fle c t e d  in  
our ac t ions  t o  b re ak d own 
b arrie rs , whe re ve r t he y 
occur, t o  e nsure  a  
m e an ingfu l, e n rich ing, 
acce ss ib le  J e wish  e xp e rie nce .

And  our J e wish  com m unit y 
and  fam ilie s  canno t  b e  
com p le t e  un le ss  a ll o f our 
b e love d  non-J e wish  sp ouse s , 
p art ne rs , and  fam ily 
m e m b e rs , wit h  t he ir b road ly 
d ive rse  b ackground s , a lso  fe e l 
t ha t  t he y are  sup p ort e d  and  
ce le b ra t e d  on  t he ir journe ys .

COMMUNICATION 
FROM THE FIELD
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.

0 2
.
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Our com m it m e nt  t o  d ive rs it y 
and  inc lus ion  e m anat e s  from  
t he  Schoo l’s  co re  va lue s  o f 
K’d ushah  (Holine ss ), V’ahavt a  
L’re i-akha  (Loving your 
Ne ighb or), Ke h illah  
(Com m unit y), and  p lu ra lism . 
Our com m unit y is  
in t e lle c t ua lly and  m ora lly 
s t re ngt he ne d  whe n  m any 
d iffe re n t  vo ice s , vie wp oin t s , 
and  b ackground s  le arn  wit h  
and  from  e ach  o t he r. We  
fac ilit a t e  e xp e rie nce s  t o  
e d uca t e  s t ud e n t s  t oward s  a  
riche r und e rs t and ing and  
ap p re c ia t ion  o f d ive rs it y so  
t ha t  t he y are  b e t t e r p re p are d  
t o  con t rib u t e  m e an ingfu lly t o  
t he  d ive rse  world  in  which  
we  live .

AThe re  a re  m any J e wish
value s , e xp re sse d  t h rough  
good  m id d o t  (charac t e r t ra it s ) 
which  ap p ly e q ually t o  our 
cond uct  re gard ing e ach  and  
e ve ry one  o f us , such  as
ahavat  Yis rae l (love  o f a  fe llow 
J e w), t he  p in t e le  yid  (t he  sp ark 
o f ho line ss  in  a ll o f us ) and  t he  
t ze le m  Elokim  (t he  im age  o f 
God  in  which  we  are  a ll 
c re a t e d ). No-one  shou ld  b e  
hurt  b y b re ache s  o f shm ira t  
ha lashon  (care le ss  sp e e ch) o r 
e xc lud e d  t h rough  lack o f
kavod  hab riyo t  (re sp e c t  fo r 
o t he r p e op le ). The se  a re  a ll 
conce p t s  t ha t  can  b e
p rom ot e d  as  p art  o f a  wid e r 
cu lt u re  o f care  fo r e ve ry 
ind ivid ual in  our schoo ls .0 5
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The  Torah  s t a t e s  t ha t  e ach  o f 
us  is  c re a t e d  B’t ze le m  Eloh im , 
in  t he  im age  o f G-d  (Ge ne s is  
1:27) and  d e scrib e s  t he  
hosp it a lit y o f Ab raham  and  
Sarah  we lcom ing s t range rs  t o  
t he ir hom e . Ye t  t he re  a re  J e ws  
wit h  p hys ica l, d e ve lop m e nt a l, 
e m ot ional, in t e lle c t ua l, 
m e n t a l he a lt h , and  o t he r 
cha lle nge s  t ha t  d o  no t  have  
t he  op p ort un it ie s  t o  
p art ic ip a t e  in  t he  richne ss  o f 
J e wish  life  b e cause  m ult ip le  
b arrie rs  s t ill e xis t , la rge ly on  
t he  a t t it ud ina l le ve l.

It  is  on ly whe n  a t t it ud ina l 
b arrie rs  a re  d ire c t ly 
ad d re sse d  and  acknowle d ge d  
b y rab b is  and  o t he r synagogue
le ad e rsh ip  t ha t  t he  synagogue  
com m unit y t ru ly b e gins  t o  
m ove  t oward  Inc lus ion . As  t he  
com m unit y fo llows  t he  rab b i’s  
e xam p le  o f ac t ive  we lcom ing 
o f p e rsons  and  fam ilie s  
im p act e d  b y d isab ilit ie s , m any 
J e ws  wit h  d ive rse  ab ilit ie s  and  
cha lle nge s  will a t  las t  find  
warm t h , we lcom e , and  a  se nse  
o f b e longing t o  t he ir J e wish  
com m unit y.
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is  d e d ica t e d  t o  b e ing an  
o rgan iza t ion—and  a  
com m unit y—t hat  we lcom e s  
e ve ryone . We  know t ha t  our 
s t re ngt h  lie s  in  our d ive rs it y, 
across  race s , re ligions , 
cu lt u re s , e t hn ic it ie s , c lasse s , 
o rigins , se xual o rie n t a t ions , 
ge nd e r id e n t it ie s , age s , 
ab ilit ie s  and  t he  sp e c t rum  of 
ne urod ive rs it y. We  s t rive  t o  
c re a t e  a  fu lly-inc lus ive , an t i- 
rac is t , m ult icu lt u ra l 
o rgan iza t ion  whe re  a ll 
p e op le  can  sh ine .

Ce n t e ring t he  vo ice s , 
p e rsp e c t ive s , and  ne e d s  o f 
our d ive rse  com m unit y 
e nab le s
t he  Found at ion  t o  b e t t e r 
ach ie ve  our goa ls  b y m aking 
J e wish  com m unal life  
m e an ingfu l fo r and  acce ss ib le  
t o  a ll J e ws , t he ir fam ilie s , and  
frie nd s .
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Be yond  e m b rac ing d ive rs it y in  
our b road e r se cu lar 
com m unit y, we  a lso
sp e c ifica lly acknowle d ge , 
e m b race , and  re sp e c t
d ive rs it y o f op in ion  and  t he  
d ive rs it y o f t he  J e wish  
com m unit y. J e ws  com e  from  
m any rac ia l and  e t hn ic  
b ackground s  and  b e long t o  
d iffe re n t  d e nom inat io ns  and  
m ove m e nt s . All J e ws  and  
non- J e ws  are  we lcom e d  b y 
t he  Unive rs it y. We  will e ngage  
conve rsa t ion  wit h in  a  d ive rse  
glob al com m unit y, s t riving t o  
e nrich  ind ivid uals  and  
o rgan iza t ions  a like , and  m ake  
our Unive rs it y com m unit y a  
m ore  jus t  and  e q u it ab le  one .

COMMUNICATION 
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Eve ryd ay we  ___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

We  b e lie ve _______________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

Be cause __________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

DVARIM (WORDS) OF BELONGING VISION

Q1

Pe o p le  wa n d e r lo o king fo r Be lo n ging. Ca n  a  J e w n o  m a t t e r t h e ir  b a ckgro un d  
un d e rs t a n d  yo u r wh y a n d  h o w it  m igh t  re la t e  t o  wh a t  t h e y a re  lo o kin g fo r? Be fo re  t h e y 
co m e  in  t h e  d o o r t h e y m a y a t t e m p t  t o  d rin k fro m  yo ur “s t re a m ”. Yo u  ca n ’t  a n d  wo n ’t  
a p p e a l t o  a ll, BUT ca n  yo u  co m m un ica t e  J e wish ly t h a t  a  n e sh a m a  (so u l) is  va lue d  EVEN 
if t h e y m a y d e c id e  t o  q ue n ch  t h e ir  t h irs t  e lse wh e re . Yo u  n e ve r kn o w wh e n  t h e y m igh t  
d ire c t  so m e o n e  t o  yo u r s t re a m  t h a t  is  lo o kin g fo r wh a t  yo u  o ffe r. 





Do  yo u  ha ve
a ny q ue s t io ns ?

Em a il Ad d re s s
staceyaviva@mochajewess.com

W e b s it e
w w w .m oc haje w e s s .c om

Tha nk  Yo u
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